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Figures on Visitation & park profiles

Nature Tourism Destinations

Facilities and trails

Sustainable Nature Tourism

• Principles

• Requirements

• MGMT Tools

• Nature Tourism Plan

• Contracts / Patrnership agreements with enterprices

• Guide book

• www –pages

• Outdoors.fi

• Excursionmap.fi

• Repovedenkansallispuisto.fi
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Parks & Wildlife Finland manages our 
most pristine nature and cultural heritage 

• One organization to manage all state-owned 
areas reserved for nature conservation and 
hiking:
• 40 national parks 

• 19 strict nature reserves 

• 5 national hiking areas 

• 12 wilderness areas in Lapland 

• over 3,000 other protected areas 

• and cultural heritage sites
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We serve customers in 
nature and online, 2018
• 25 nature centres maintained by us or 

by entrepreneurs

• Co-operation with nature tourism 
entrepreneurs: more than 600 
contracts

• Nationalparks.fi: over 13 million page 
views (all language versions together); 
more than 2,2 million unique visitors

• Online maps from Excursionmap.fi: 
3,9 million visits, 1,6 million unique 
visitors
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National parks and 
national hiking areas
• 40 national parks, total area 10,018 km² 

• 5 national hiking areas, total area 
243 km²

• Parks & Wildlife Finland provides basic 
facilities, for example about
• 5,000 km of trails, 

• 1,300 km of skiing routes, 

• 2,800 campfire sites, and 

• 400 wilderness huts.
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Visitation to National Parks in constant growth
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Regional 4 units – 8 Park 
Districts
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East Finland Park District
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Visitation to National Parks in Eastern Finland

Eastern Finland Park District 2019
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Eastern Finland Park District 2019

Nationál Park Visit’s
Monetary Inputs In Local
Economy
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Eastern Finland Park District 2019

Nationál Park Visit’s
Effects in Generating
Local Jobs
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The visitation numbers in 2018 of national parks, 
national hiking areas and other protected and 
hiking areas of recreational importance. 
National Parks 2018

Total Number of National Parks 40

• Total Number of Visits 3,167,800

National Hiking Areas 2018

Total Number of Hiking Areas 5

• Total Number of Visits 263,900

Other well known Protected areas 50

• Total Number of Visits 1,536,000

Cultural Heritage Sites 9

Total Number of Visits 779,800

All Areas, Total Number of Visits 
2018 6,858,600
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National Parks in Eastern Finland 2018

Koli National Park 190,900

Kolovesi National Park 16,800

Linnansaari National Park 35,500

Patvinsuo National Park 15,800

Petkeljärvi National Park 20,800

Repovesi National Park 134,300

Tiilikkajärvi National Park 15,800

National Parks in Eastern Finland 7

• Number of Visits 429,900

National Hiking Areas

Ruunaa Hiking Area 83,800
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Other Protected Areas in Eastern Finland 
2018

Imatra Crown Park 110,000

Neitvuori 13 000

Paistjärvi 5 000

Peurajärvi 8 100

Pihlajavesi 37,000

Punkaharju NR and RF 151,400

Siikalahti 15,700

Telkkämäki Nature Reserve 1,800

Eastern Finland, number of areas 8

• Total Number of Visits 342 000
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Around the country… 

In the national parks, hiking areas, historical
sites, visitor centres etc. there were
altogether 5 948 500 counted visits in 2017

… of which

1,2 million visited the visitor centres.

For ecotourism services P&WF managed

• 6 000 km nature trails and hiking routes

• 2 000 km skiing routes

• >2 000 dry toilets and waste management 
facilities

• Clients gave a 4,3 credit for 2017 service on 
scale 1-5
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Nature Tourism
Destinations

Eastern Finland Park District 2019
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Nature Tourism Destinations’ Recreational
Facilities

Eastern Finland Park District 2019
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Nature Tourism Destinations’ Recreational
Facilities

Eastern Finland Park District 2019
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Nature Tourism Destinations’ TRAILS

Eastern Finland Park District 2019
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Ways of ensuring sustainability in protected areas

• Principles of sustainable tourism

• Plans for sustainable tourism, including indicators for monitoring sustainability, and limits 
of acceptable change (LAC) 

• Cooperation agreements with enterprises operating in or adjacent to the national parks 
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National Parks, Nature Sites, Historical Sites and 
World Heritage Sites

• are importang tourist attractions

• Can be utilzed for tourism purposes, as long 
as this is coordinated with the objectives of 
protection

• Metsähallitus Parks & Wildlife Finland and 
the UNESCO World Heritage sites in Finland 
share the principles of sustainable tourism, 
which we take into account throughout our 
own operations and in our cooperation with 
tourism entrepreneurs.

• We promote sustainable tourism. In order to 
achieve this goal, we cooperate to...

Principles of sustainable
tourism
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Saimaa  Protected Areas

Nature Tourism Plan

Metsähallituksen luonnonsuojelujulkaisuja. Sarja C 64
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Saimaa Protected Areas

2 National Parks:
Linnansaari and Kolovesi 

5 Shoreline protected Areas:
Puruvesi, Pihlajavesi, Joutenvesi, 
Kermajärvi and Kakonsalo

Punkaharju Nature Protection 
Area (1872) and Research Forest

Siikalahti Wetland Protection Area
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Saimaa Protected Areas

Outdoor facilities in protected 
areas
•1 Nature Centre 
•1 Visitor Info 
•1 Nature Cabins
•2 outdoor museums
•1 campground
•4 rental cabins
•10 Nature& culture trails
•2 Birdwatching towers
•Several historic sites
•40 managed recreational 
harbours with facilities and 
infoboards /signs
• Websites  
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A Nature Tourism Plan?

• Need to promote nature tourism on state-owned lands and 
waters -> Nature tourism destinations(= areas were nature 
based tourism plays an important role) were identified by the 
NHS.

• Saimaa area is one of these 10 -15 destinations in Finland

• Functional thinking - combines Saimaa protected areas with 
the surrounding Savonlinna holiday region

• Nature tourism enterprises are located outside of 
protected areas

• Also other than nature tourism enterprises benefits from 
protected areas (accommodation, restaurant services, 
transportation)

• Traditionally management plans are done only for a single 
area
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Top Three (3) Requirements for Succesfull Nature
Tourism

1. Attractive nature destination
- National Park, other well known protected area
- World Heritage Sight
- Historical sight
-Attractive Nature and culture centre Haltia, Siida,
Riihisaari, Koli

3. Contents
- ”profiling the area” communicating its’ unique values, special
features, history by applying, stories, activities, events
> Environmental Interpretation for individual visitors and locals
> Programme services for tourist groups

2. Accessibility, A. To the sight, B. At the sight
- good infrastructure, roads,public transport, etc.
-routes, trails, harbours, cabins,, other facilities
- Tourism information and interpretetive services
- Maps, signs, brochures, exhibitions
- Kiosks and cafe’s, souvenir shops
- Restaurants and accommodation
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Planning area
ecological information  

Visitor Monitoring
Siikalahti 2003-2004,

Kolovesi 2005 /2010 /2018
Linnansaari 2006 / 2012, 

Pihlajavesi 2007
Punkaharju 2009 / 2017

Visitor counting

6 (9)Principles of 
Sustainable

Nature Tourism

Nature Tourism Plan
Area Profiles, Indicators, Roles

Development needs, Budget, Action Plan 

Participatory Process
- Survey on Nature 
tourism companies 
2007
- Workshops (4)

Following 
other Tourism 
Development 
Projects

Protected area mgmt
plans and principles

Recreational
Facilities and Inter-

pretation

Interpretative
Masterplan
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Information Collected by Visitor 
Surveys

Visitor
Profile

Activities

Distribution 
of  Use in Area

Duration of
Visit

Expenditure

Satisfaction
and 
Motives Distribution 

of  Use in Time

Special 
Questions

Gender, age,
education and
municipality?

Size and 
type of 
group?

What do 
they do? Where do 

they go?

Duration,
repeat visitors

etc?

Meals, 
accommodation

,
travel costs,

other?

Motives, evaluation
of services and quality 
of the environment?

Expec-
tations and 

disturbances?

Season, 
weekday, hours ?

New 
services

etc?
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Metsähallitus
Interpretive Masterplan for
Saimaa tourism destination
2009 - 2015
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metsa.fi/web/en/nature‐tourism
metsa.fi/web/en/sustainablenaturetourism

teppo.loikkanen@metsa.fi

Thank you!

Kolin kansallispuisto. Kuva: Tiina Hakkarainen / Metsähallitus


